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Who we supported in 2022/2023 and why?

2022 / 23 Funding Outcomes
The purpose of Water Safety New Zealand’s 
contestable funds is to invest in community led 
initiatives that tackle the drivers of drowning in 
Aotearoa. By investing in this way, we aim to have 
a positive impact on the drowning rate and to build 
water safety focussed community capability across 
the country. 

This support made possible thanks to the 
commitment of the Lotteries Grants Board, 
Sport New Zealand, ACC and Protector Safety 
(commercial sponsor and provider of aluminium 
products including pool fencing). The collective 
effort of these partners means that $2,077,812 of 
funding support was distributed in 2022/23. 

Funding is focussed on supporting improvement 
in the priority areas set by Wai Ora Aotearoa 2025, 
the New Zealand Water Safety Sector Strategy. 
Priorities are as follows:  

• Under-Fives  

• Water Skills for Life delivery 

• Māori water safety education  

• Reducing male drowning and improve decision 
making in the 15-34 age range 

• Programmes and tools that aids people’s 
awareness of the difference between 
their perceived competencies and real       
competencies 

• Targeted interventions for overrepresented 
groups, activities  and environments

We have two funds focussed on these priorities; the 
Drowning Prevention Fund and the Kia Maanu Kia 
Ora putea. The Kia Maanu Kia Ora putea specifically 
targets kaupapa Māori solutions to tackle the 
disproportionate rate of Māori drowning.

In the 2022/2023 year we received 63 applications 
for funding support, seeking $3,443,674. Of these, 
35 programmes were prioritised with the $2,077,812 
available. 25% of available funding was distributed 
through the Kia Maanu Kia Ora putea and the 
remaining 75% through the Drowning Prevention 
Fund.

Summary of impact on Wai Ora Aotearoa priorities
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2022/2023 Funding by Region
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2022/2023 Funding by Activity
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2022/23 funded programmes

Kia Maanu Kia Ora
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2022/23 funded programmes

Drowning Prevention Fund


